Background: Here is a letter from Lucia’s mother, Antonia Mucci Bisceglia, responding to the news she has just received about little Antoinette’s (Lucia’s third daughter) severe burns. Some boys were playing with fire. It spread to the little girl’s dress. Antoinette was hospitalized for a while. She is about 5 years old at the time of the letter. 

September 13, 1925

Dearest Daughter,

  In answer to your letter that I wanted so much to get and to your postcard, I am very happy that your little girl is doing better. Believe me, dear daughter, how much pain I have felt first for this poor little girl, and second for you.

  Dear daughter, I would like to be next to you in order to help you and therefore be known to my dear granddaughter. Has she complained that everyone has gone to see her and not me? Ah, if I could fly and not be missing there. Damned distance! Poor daughter, she got burned almost all over. Blessed be that beautiful Saint Anthony who granted you that grace (that she has survived)--who may console you all the time.   

   The money--I’ll do as you tell me to give 50 soldi to a person. I’ve also had a mass said to St. Anthony. Dear daughter I’d like to know how much effort it is for you and Gioso. Is the hospital far away? I’d like to know if they know whether her burns will cripple her in the thigh or in the arm. You can’t believe, my daughter, all the thoughts I have. I grieve for all the pains that the poor girl is suffering. 

  May God impart proper justice if that boy did it on purpose.  Dear daughter, it's been a year since Gennaro Paoletti's son was burned and he hasn't healed yet because they left his arm stuck to his side.  I tell you this so that you'll be careful; otherwise I wouldn't have told you, so as not to scare you. In any case, it doesn’t matter if it takes some time for the burns to heal well.

  Lots of dear kisses to the dear baby Antoinette. Kisses to the other kids. Many hellos to Filomena, Gioso and everyone. Many kisses from your sisters. 

Your mother

